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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

As you consider resolutions for
the New Year, resolve to take an
interest in what is happening around
you and to you. Your security is at
risk and so many of you do not realize
it. Your jobs, pensions, and benefits
may not stay as they are. No one
gave us the benefits and rights that
we have. It took hard work to achieve
them and it is going to take hard work
and aggressive action on the part of
all of us, not just a few association
leaders, to maintain these benefits.

You need to step up to the
plate and get involved. Start by
reading your publications - your
local association newsletter, county
newsletter (Interloc), NJEA Review
and NJEA Reporter, and the NEA
Today. Don’t toss them away before
you read them. You pay a lot of dues
money to receive those publications.
Get the facts so that you do not get
caught in false rumors.

When we ask you to write letters,
stuff envelopes, make phone calls,
or attend rallies and meetings, do
it! We are not asking for a lifetime

commitment. Usually it only takes an hour
or two. There are some things we (your
leadership) cannot do alone.

Take an active role in the decision
making process of your associations.
Attend local meetings. Communicate with
your elected NJEA Delegate Assembly
members and your NEA Board of Directors
members. Let them know where you stand
on the issues so that when they vote, they
can vote with your concerns in mind.

We are experiencing difficult times
and they will most likely get more difficult
before they get better. | am convinced that,
if we (the general public) took more of an
interest in what was going on around us

and who we elect to lead us, in our
local districts, in our state, and in our
nation, then perhaps some of the
thievery and corruption that is being
uncovered may not have happened
in the first place. In the words of
Edmund Burke, “The only thing
needed for evil to triumph is for good
men and women to do nothing.”

The truth of the matter is that
a large number of our members
take little or no interest in politics or
elections. Many of our members do
not even vote! In other countries,
individuals stand in line for hours and
fight to have the right to vote.

We can all find excuses as
to why we cannot get involved.
Let’s put aside those excuses. |
encourage you to take part in all
UCEA activities. If you have any
suggestions for future activities,
please contact the UCEA office to let
me know. Remember, this is your
association. Best wishes for a very
happy, healthy, and productive 2009!

Herb Levitt, President

READ ACROSS AMERICA - MARCH 2, 2009

We urge all local associations to organize reading activities on March 2nd. Becoming
involved with your local communities’ police, firefighters, chambers of commerce, PTA's, Board

of Education members and others can only have beneficial effects. The days of solely working in
the classroom and expecting public support are over. Inviting people into the schools, linking up
with community groups, and developing relationships with them can pay great dividends for you
and members of your local association.

REQUEST YOUR FREE RESOURCE KIT AT
WWW.NEA.ORG/READACROSS

The UCEA has arranged to partner with Barnes & Noble in Clark and Springfield to conduct
reading activities at the stores on the evening of March 2nd from 4:30 PM until 7:30 PM.

We need volunteers to serve as readers and to wear costumes. If you can give some time,
please call the UCEA office, or e-mail us at ucea@comcast.net, and leave your name, e-mail
address, and phone number and the store in which you would like to work.




75TH LEGISLATIVE
RECEPTION

The UCEA will host its 75th Legislative
Reception on Wednesday, March 25,
2009 at the Westwood in Garwood,
N.J. This special event will run from
4:30PM until 7:30PM. All Union
County Legislators have been invited
to share their ideas and positions on
issues relevant to our membership.
NJEA and NEA leaders will also be
available at this event to present the
current state and national positions on
our hot topics. The cost of this event
is $25.00 per person. Contact your
local president or the UCEA Office for
tickets.

Come Meet Your
County Legislators

NJEA LEGISLATIVE &
POLITICAL ACTION
CONFERENCE

Teacher of the Year
Selection Process

By April 1 each district Superintendent
must submit the district nominee to the County
Superintendent’s office. The winning application
for County Teacher of the Year is submitted to the
state by May 1.

The winning teachers will receive notification
of their selection from the Office of Innovative
Programs and Schools. They will also receive
the criteria for state selection and timeline. The
program requirements call for the submission of a
video of a class lesson.

The state selection committee will review all the
videos over the summer and announce the winner
at the October State Board Meeting.

If you feel that a teacher at your school
should be the Teacher of the Year, contact your
district Superintendent for additional information
concerning the nomination process.

NJEA members played an important role in this year’s Congressional races in New Jersey.
Let’s continue to show our presence at this year’s Political Action Conference. You will have
a chance to address legislators in break out sessions so, register to meet some of our state
representatives and hear the latest about NJEA's proactive legislative agenda at this year’s
Legislative & Political Action Conference on Saturday February 21, 2009 at the Hyatt Regency in
New Brunswick. The cost is $50 and includes continental breakfast and lunch. The registration
deadline is February 6th. Check with your local presidents. Most local associations will help
fund members to attend.

St. Patick’s Day Parade Marchers Wanted

The Union County St. Patrick’s Day Parade will be held on Saturday, March 14, 2009. The goal is to have
a strong UCEA representation and to support our message of “Pass The School Budgets!” and to show our
strength in unity. You can sign up by calling the UCEA office or getting a group together and speak to your
local president. We will be handing out PRIDE items on the parade route. If you are available to participate,
please call or e-mail the office. It would be great if we had groups from each district representing all of
Union County. We need you to come stroll with us!




2008 Official White House Ornaments for Sale

Due to overwhelming demand 100 more ornaments were purchased! So, if you
thought you missed the opportunity to get one - YOU DIDN'T! The official White
House ornament is available for purchase - $20 each. This year’s ornament
honors the twenty-third president of the United States, President Benjamin
Harrison (1833-1901). It is a glimpse of the first Christmas tree to ever have
been documented in the White House. The Christmas tree is full of white
streams and garland while decorated with many gorgeous toys and treats. At
the foot of the Christmas tree there are presents for all of President Harrison’s
grandchildren; Benjamin, Mary, and Marthena. Contact the UCEA office ASAP if

you are interested.

On December 9, 2008, UCEA, as part of our Pride in Public
Education Program sponsored a dinner to recognize the municipal
alliance volunteers of the year. The following people and organiza-
tions were recognized as Municipal Alliance Volunteers of the Year
at this year’'s LACADA/CASS Dinner on December 9, 2008: Chris-
tine Jablonski — Cranford, Alonzo Jones — Elizabeth, Garwood
Parents Draw the Line — Garwood, DARE Officer Brian Wilson

— Hillside, Tracy Beckerman — New Providence, Susan A. Mularz
— Plainfield, Liz Flowers & Maria Hegener — Roselle, John Longo

— Roselle Park, Thomas Atkins — Scotch Plains/Fanwood, Sondra
Reppart — Union, Patricia Faggins & Mary Withers — Westfield.
The GCADA Volunteer of the Year is Officer Brian Wilson.

In March 1989, legislation created the Governor’s Council on
Alcohol and Drug Abuse (GCADA), and the Municipal Alliance
to Prevent Alcohol and Drug Abuse (MAPSA). Funding for

the GCADA and the Municipal Alliances is provided by Drug
Enforcement Demand Reduction (DEDR) fines. These fines are
collected from persons convicted of drug and alcohol related
offenses, utilized to place prevention programs back into the
communities at the grass roots level.

Union County has established 19 municipal alliances, representing
20 municipalities. Due to the diversity among these municipalities,
the community-based alliance approach offers each municipality
the opportunity to implement the drug, alcohol, and tobacco
prevention program that will best meet the needs of the local
population.

Each municipality in Union County is eligible to receive funding
to implement prevention programs in their community. These
municipalities identify and prioritize the drug and alcohol
prevention needs for their community into a Needs Assessment.
These assessments are then approved by the County Alliance
Steering Sub-committee (CASS) and endorsed by the Local
Advisory Committee on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse (LACADA),
and are funded by GCADA through DEDR funds and sub-
contracted to each Municipal Alliance. The sub-contract contains
various “prevention activities” which are to be implemented and
conducted with the communities’ school district, community
centers, police departments, senior centers, etc. Some of the
better known programs are: D.A.R.E., Project Graduation,

TIGS, Red Ribbon Program, High School & Middle School Peer
Leadership Programs, Keys to Innervisions, Parenting, Senior
and Youth Alternative Activity Programs, 5K Family Run/Walk, and
many, many more.

Pictured from left to right: Herb Levitt, UCEA President and
Chairman of the Union County Alliance Steering Subcommittee
(CASS), Hillside Police D.A.R.E Officer Brian Wilson, GCADA
Volunteer of the Year, Union County Freeholder Rayland Van Blake,
and Carol Berger, Local Advisory Committee on Alcoholism and
Drug Abuse (LACADA) Chairwoman.

Pictured from left to right: Ben Ricciardi, Union County Alliance
Coordinator, Herb Levitt, Carol Berger.



UCEA/NJEA Professional Development Workshop

For UCEA Members (retired members not eligible)

Honor's Haven Resort & Spa

Ellenville, New York

March 6 - 8, 2009
Includes: all meals, guestroom, Saturday evening reception, entertainment, workshop materials

(This program may qualify for professional development hours. In order to receive a certificate, you must arrive by 7
PM Friday & remain through lunch on Sunday and attend all sessions.)

Certificates will not be issued for partial attendance.

Workshop Sessions

A. Current Critical Issues Affecting NJEA Members — Your union...your values. For over 150 years,
NJEA has advocated to advance and protect the rights, benefits, and interests of members and promote a quality
system of public education. In this session you will discuss these topics and their impact on the welfare of NJEA
members.

B. Bullying - Itis NEA’s goal, in launching a National Bullying Awareness Campaign to reduce, and eventually
eradicate bullying in America’s public schools. NEA offers strategies which can be used by schools and classroom
teachers to develop a school-wide program to intervene and prevent bullying. The program includes strategies for
a school wide campaign as well as grade appropriate materials which can be used by individual members in the
classroom. In this session, you will take a “hands on” look at the materials, lessons and strategies which can work
in your classroom and your school.

C. How to Get a Grant — This interactive session will provide an overview of eligibility requirements and tips on
how to write a successful grant proposal for the NEA Foundation for the Improvement of Education. The session
also will share emerging ideas and trends in philanthropy to assist you with other fundraising efforts.

D. Legislative & Political Power — Elected and appointed officials control our lives. The ability to deal with
them is a key part of the political process and vital in ensuring that our agenda is met. We will discuss the
undamentals of how to approach legislators and state Board of Education members, how to effectively lobby them
to make an impact on the process, and the use of political action skills to make sure our voices are hears.

E. Multicultural Manners — You will learn how to foster harmonic relationships and combat prejudices utilizing
techniques that develop in students a tolerance and respect for people whose race, ethnicity, sex, sexual
orientation, age, and physical abilities are different. The materials shared in this workshop offer bridge-building
skills to support and value diversity effectively within groups and to enable students from different backgrounds and
perspectives to work in harmony toward shared academic goals.

F. Succeeding With Difficult Students — This session will provide participants with specifics in dealing with
students who are continually disruptive, persistently defiant, demanding of attention, or unmotivated.

Your share of the cost for this workshop is $85.00 per person, two in a room. NJEA and UCEA will pay the
remainder (approx. $215.00). Single supplement is an additional $100.00. If you register and do not attend
and do not cancel, you will be billed $300. Reservations will be accepted on a first come-first served basis.

Roundtrip bus transportation will be available from the UCEA Office for an additional $20.00 per person.

Complete and return to: UCEA Conference Enclose $85 per person
77 Central Avenue, Suite 201 SPACE IS LIMITIED.
Clark, NJ 07066

NAME SCHOOL DISTRICT

ADDRESS (INCLUDE STREET, CITY, STATE, ZIP CODE)

CELL PHONE HOMEPHONE

JOB TITLE ROOMMATE REQUEST

EMAIL ADDRESS (PRINT CLEARLY)
PLEASE CHOOSE 2 WORKSHOPS CHOOSE AN ALTERNATE




UNCLAIMED PENSION FUNDS

Pension accounts with assets that remain inactive for a two year period are turned over to the N.J. State Treasury. Prior
to the end of the two year period, you must contact the Division of Pensions and decide on the final fate of your account
assets. If you have started teaching in another state, you may be able to apply your NJ credit to their plan. At the very
least, you should request a refund of your contributions. If you know anyone on the list below, please mention this article
to them, and urge them to call the TPAF office in Trenton at 609-292-7524 ext. 2348

Elizabeth Berkeley Heights Linden New Providence Rahway UCESC

Michael Bonsu Karen Engelmeyer Kenneth Bunn Hope Bonanno Gail McCardile Bevanda Olivera

Melanie Buda Robert Lurie Maria Hernandez Eileen Pluta Neesa Jarrett

Tricia Carrasco Marianne Moore Christopher Marzarella Jessica Schmidt Roselle Marci Schoenbach

Ross Delconte Judy Walwyn Michael Russo Alicia DiFabio Brenda Watt

Diane Fernandes Vita Semeraro Plainfield Laurie Henderson

Megan Geddis Clark Sonia Tupone Elaine Burke Andrew Krynicky Union

Deirdre Hamilton Jeffrey Bennett Laura Venezlo Deepa Champaneria Faith Monah Dominique Klausner

Rogerio Manzano Howard Glick Michelle Connolly Michael Pollack Kelly Lewandawski

Nicholas Maruschak Kenilworth Marli Defilippis Christopher

Kimberly Merritt Cranford Kathy Eckenroth Phillip Dewey Roselle Park Madison

Jeffrey Meyer Amy Biasucci Theodore Evanski Holly Guido Jessica Mack Christine O’Donnell

Raemarie Mitrow Bruce Denmead David Hannan Kenneth Struck

Yesenia Montefusco Miachael Esola Morris-Union Jointure Sarah Hoff Scotch Plains-Fanwood

Vanessa Monticelli Morgan Grey Nicole Ferrara Stefani Kovler Angela Gaviria Westfield

Betsy Roman Eric Wallen Toni Massa Anthony Pezzuto Lori Gear-McBride Wendy Clapper

Ann-Marie Rufolo Diana Quintanilla Linda Grillo Taryn Glist

Matthew Santoro Hillside Mountainside Catherine Raphael-Nelson Lauren Lessig

Tracee Thrett-Harvey  Mary Capece Susan Colicchio Robert Rucker Summit Christina Loccke

Stacy Zablow Alicia Scott Michael Stagg Margaret Ping Mary Marat
Tameka Walton Gladys Tejeda-Knights
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UNION COUNTY PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT BOARD VACANCIES
There are several vacancies that need to be filled on the Board. | am seeking nominations for the positions.

The Union County Professional Development Board is composed of fifteen members, seven teachers (nominated by UCEA),
two college representatives, two district administrators, two school board members, and two members of the general public.
The Board has the delegated authority of the Commissioner of Education to:
Review and approve the in-service professional development programs of local school districts under the standards
established.
Initiate and direct district self-evaluation programs so that there is a constant dialogue between and among all those with
a stake in the professional development of and/or in-service for teachers.
If you are interested in being nominated, please send your resume to the UCEA Office.






